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Tracing my Gelles line back to Levush and Jaffe 

Edward Gelles 

 

I am a direct 6
th
 generation descendant of Moses Gelles, a scholar of the 

distinguished Talmudical study group known as the Brody Klaus. He flourished 

in the first half of the 18
th
 century. My studies of his lineage revealed complex 

family connections including descent from Rabbi Mordecai Jaffe (1530-1612), 

the Chief Rabbi of Prague, Grodno, and Posen, who was known as the “Levush” 

after the title of his magnum opus, the Levushim (Rabbinical Robes of 

Learning). One of Mordecai Jaffe’s lines of descent goes via Zvi Levush and his 

son R. Nehemia Levush of Svierz and Vilna.  

 A Menachem Mendel Levush married a daughter of Rabbi S. Gelles, coming 

down from Lithuania to Brody in Galicia. He was then known by his father-in-

law’s name, as Moses Gelles of Brody (such matronymic adoption being fairly 

common at that time).  This scholar Moses Gelles had issue who were variously 

known by the names of Gelles (Gellis) and / or Levush for two or three 

generations. 

These genealogical connections were resolved by a study of a fragment of the 

Records of the Brody Beth Din (the Rabbinical Court) which covered marriage 

contracts and property transactions of several generations of Gelles and Levush 

relatives. They indicated that Moses Gelles of Brody was one and the same 

person as Moses Menachem Mendel Levush. (The Beth Din Record is held at 

the Jewish Theological Seminary, New York). 

 A study of Brody birth, marriage, and death records kept in the Lviv archives, 

of tombstone inscriptions and property records followed. Particularly useful 

were the records of Brody house numbers with names and dates of the owners 

in showing lines of family ownership. 

Note 

A following essay outlines connections between descendants of Rabbi Mordecai 

Jaffe and Saul Wahl (Katzenellenbogen) and shows lines of descent from 

“ Wahl and Jaffe to  Gelles and Griffel “ 
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R. Moses Menachem Mendel Levush aka Moses Gelles of Brody 

descent from R. Mordecai Jaffe of Prague 
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Migration of  rabbinic families in central and eastern Europe over the past few centuries. 

  Connections between Galicia (Brody), Lithuania (Vilna, Grodno) , Posen ( Graetz, Lissa, Krotoschin), Silesia (Glogau), Austria (Eisenstadt) 

Isaac Horowitz 

Chief Rabbi of 

Brody, Glogau, and 

Hamburg, d. 1767 

                                      

Nathan Nata Shapiro 

Chief Rabbi of Cracow  

1585-1633| 

 Mordecai Jaffe (aka Levush) 

 Chief Rabbi  of   

      Prague, Grodno & Posen   

                       d. 1612 

Samson Wertheimer 

    Court Jew of Habsburg Vienna,  

             Rabbi of Eisenstadt,  

Chief Rabbi of Hungary & Moravia  

                     died 1724 

Uri Feivush 

Chief Rabbi of Vilna  

& Nasi in Jerusalem 

               d. 1657 

  

line connected with 

Rabbi  D.I. Gelles  

  of  Brody and his 

     descendants 

 

                      | 
                 

       Jaffe of  Graetz       

         (near Posen)                      

   Wertheimer descendants connected 

    with Oppenheim, Mendelssohn,  

  Itzig, Eskeles, Gelles, Loewenstein 

               Meir 

                  of 

            Horodycze 

                   |          | |||||||||| 

 

          Lifsha Shapiro 

          m. Israel Halpern 

              of Krotoschin    

                    

                | 

Isaac of 

Siemiatycze 

                             |         

Gershon Vilner 

of Shklov 

                   | 

Uri Feivush  

of Vilna 

  Uri Feivuch 

of Glogau  

 

| 

         

                  | ? 
  

Daniel Jaffe  Itzig  

         in Berlin 

         d. 1799 

   

                 Shmuel Gelles 

            Rabbi of Siemiatycze 

                              | 

daughter married 

Nathan Nata of Grodno 

 Chief Rabbi  of Brody 

            d. 1764 

 

 (1)   daughter   ? 

(2)  Sarah d. 1774 

         married    

    Shmuel Helman (Hillman) 

Chief Rabbi of Kremsier 

Mannheim & Metz 

                d.1764 

   

                              Moshe Mendel 

s Mendel                   Levush  

daughter married 

Moshe M. Levush 

aka Moses Gelles of Brody 

                        d. ca 1760 

 

| 

 

 Rabbi  Uri Feivush 

 of Lissa   

and other towns 

d. 1771 

                    | 

             Rabbi Moshe  

              of  Glogau 

                     | 

 

 

| 

Mordecai Gelles of Brody 

father or uncle 

                             of 

   David Tebele 

          Rabbi of Lissa   

              d. 1792 

       (Gelles cousin ) 

 

                daughter  

                 married                                    

           Moses Gelles 

 

---------------------------                                   

Moses Gelles 

of Glina and Brody 

| 

  

 another daughter, Chana, 

married son of Asher Lemel,     

Chief Rabbi of  Glogau and 

        Eisenstadt,  d. 1789   

descendant of  

Rabbi Isaac Horowitz 
  | 

                                                           

Rabbi David Isaac Gelles 

                  Brody, d. 1868 

married Sarah Horowitz   

|            

 a distant Gelles line 

            in Posen 

coming from Lithuania 

       

 
Ahron Ber Gelles  

19
th

 century community           

leader in Eisenstadt 

 Nahum Uri Gelles 

Chief Rabbi of Solotwina 

1852-1934 

      

 Rabbi  Siegfried Gelles  

    b. Krotoschin  1884 

                     David Itzig Gelles 

                        of Vienna 

                        1883-1964 

   

Rabbi Benjamin Gelles 

b. Lissa, 1916 

                                |  

                   Edward Gelles 
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 Gelles of Brody 
 

Partial family tree showing some rabbinical connections 

 
                                        Menachem Mendel Levush aka Moses Gelles of the Brody Klaus    m      daughter of Rabbi S(hmuel)  Gelles 
                                 _________________________________________________________________________|_______________________________________ 

                                |                                                                                                                         |                                                                                                        | 

          Michel Levush                    Joseph Gelles Vaskievonie *                                                                Mordecai Gelles        

        m  Feige d 1808/13                                                                                                                                                                                       of Brody 

daughter of R. Yehoshua Heschel Hakohen                                                                |                                                                                                               | 

                                                                        ___________________________________________________________                               ____________________________ 

                  |                                                     |                            |                                           |                                            |                              |                                                        | 

Mordecai Levush                              daughter  m.       Saul Woskoboinik *       Moshe Gershon Gelles       Abraham Jonah        R. Moses Gelles       R. Shmuel Gelles d 1811 

m Sarah Bathya  d 1826           R. Meir Fraenkel        d 1831                                 d 1824                       m Chaya Reich            m  daughter of                    m daughter of      

daughter of R. Yehuda Zundel                                    m  Beile d 1831                m Rose d 1820                                                R. Moshe of Glogau        R. Pinchas Shapiro 

                |                                                                                                              ________|________                                                                                                    of Koretz 

                                                                                       |                          |                             |                                                      |                                 1726 - 1790 

 Moshe Levush aka Gelles        Nathan Gelles            Osias Gelles        Abraham Gelles         Yankel Gelles                         R  David Isaac Gellis                      |                   

          d 1851                                                                   Woskoboinik *         m 1817 Taube         aka Jacob Leway                                ca 1785-1868                        Polonsky line 

                                                                                           1804-54                 grand -d of              m 1818 Hinde                          m  Sarah  (Horowitz)           called after  town  of 

                                                                |                        m Scheindel     R. Berach Margoshes                                                                    |                                   Polonnoye 

                                                                                            Schreiber                                                                                             _____________________  

                                           R. Chaim Naftali Gelles                                                |                                                                   |                                          | 

                                                      1838 - 1906                                                                                            R. Nahum Uri Gelles            Moshe Gelles 

                                                         |                                               Leah 1838-1894                                              1852-1934 

                                                  i Leibish  d. 1900                                 descendant of Moses Gelles                            m Esther, daughter of   

                                                  ii  Shimon d. 1895                                     of the Brody Klaus                                   R. Zvi Aryeh Weinstein   

                                                                                                                                                               ______________________|___________________ _                     

                                                                                                                                                               |                                           |                                         |   

                                                                                                                                           R. Efraim Fischel Gelles    Dr. David Isaac  Gelles       Dr. Max  Gellis      ( and 3 others ) 

                                                                                                                                                   1879 – ca 1918                            1883-1964                         1897-1973 

                                                                                                                                                                  |                                             |                                      | 

                                                                                                                                      i     Aaron Leib             i.   Ludwig Friedrich              Elsa 

                                                                                                                                      ii.   R. Joseph                ii.  Edward 

                                                                                                                                      iii   Sarah Gittel 

*  Vaskievonie  &  Woskoboinik   - occupational  epithets  

    meaning   “ wax chandler  “  -  the  family owned  wax works 

    held  monopoly  for selling candles to the community                                                                                                                                                                     


